
Chords and Scales 

The examples in this book will be presented in both notation and tablature. However, to help avoid 
getting too hung up in the reading process, it is helpful to have some concept of the shapes that will 
be encountered repeatedly when playing the bass. Becoming familiar with these shapes will greatly 
speed things up, and aid in muscle memory and dexterity. Correct fingering helps as well. 
First, let's look. at triads, the most basic chord shapes. P~actice upward from root, to 3rd, to 5th, 
using the indicated fingerings. 
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Chords and Scales 

Numbers below scales indicate fingerings. Square shape indicates tonic. 
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Major Scales ( • =tonic) 
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Minor scales 

1 2 4 

Blues Scale (key of E) 
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Chords In The Key Of C
HLT

I Maj7               ii min7            iii min7            IV Maj7          V7                    vi Min7         vii min7b5

C Ionian

D Dorian

E Phrygian
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2 Chords In The Key Of C
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E minor Chords For Autumn Leaves
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i-7                                  ii-7b5                            IIImaj7                          iv-7

V7b9                                          VImaj7                                        VII7

i-7                                VII7                                 VImaj7                           V7b9

iv-7                                IIImaj7                           ii-7b5                               i
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